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SUBJECT: KING HUSSEIN'S VISIT TO VATICAN AND ITALY 
REF: ROME 7169, STATE 105787 

1. ON APRIL 29 KING HUSSEIN, ACCOMPANIED BY PRIME MINISTER 
MUDER BADRAN, CHIEF OF ROYAL COURT HAMID SHARAF, AND MINISTER 
OP ROYAL COURT AMER KHAMMASH, WAS RECEIVED IN AUDIENCE AT THE 
VATICAN BY POPE PAUL VI. 

2. THE KING AND THE POPE HAD A BRIEF PRIVATE SESSION AND THEN 
JOINED BY PRINCIPAL ADVISERS POR EXCHANGE OP PUBLIC GREETINGS 
AND GIFTS. 

3. FOLLOWING NORMAL VATICAN PRACTICE, THERE WAS NO PINAL OR 
JOINT COMMUNIQUE ISSUED, BUT THE RESPECTIVE PUBLIC MESSAGES 
WERE RELEASED TO THE PRESS. 

4. IN HIS SPEECH, POPE PAUL: 

-RECALLED HIS "UNPORGETTABLE" VISIT TO THE HOLY LAND 
IN MAY 1964. 

-RENEWED HIS PERVENT GOOD WISHES POR THE "PROSPERITY 
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AND PEACE" OP THE KINGDOM OF JORDAN. 

-EXPRESSED ASSURANCES THAT THE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 
OP JORDAN WILL LOYALLY COLLABORATE WITH THE AUTHORITIES 
IN THE PURSUIT OP JORDAN'S PROGRESS. 

-STATED THAT "THE PROBLEM OP PEACE IN THE TROUBLED 
AREA OP THE MIDDLE EAST IS ...A SOURCE OP LIVELY PRE- 
OCCUPATION AND CONSTANT CONCERN TO THE HOLY SEE." 
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-DECLARED HIS DESIRE "THAT THE LEADERS CONCERNED MAY 
COME DECISIVELY TO GRIPS WITH THE CRUCIAL ISSUES OF 
THE CONFLICT, AND... FIND A SPEEDY SOLUTION TO THEM" 

AND NOTED KING'S DEDICATION TO SOLUTION "BASED ON WELL- 
BALANCED RECOGNITION OF THE LEGITIMATE DEMANDS OF 
THE VARIOUS PARTIES." 

-EXPRESSED SPECIFIC HOPE THAT "A JUST END MAY BE 
PUT TO THE SAD SITUATION OF THE PALESTINIANS AND THAT 
JERUSALEM...MAY REALLY BECOME THE 'HIGH PLACE' OF PEACE 
AND ENCOUNTER FOR PEOPLE FROM EVERY PART OF THE WORLD..." 

5. THE KING IN HIS PUBLIC REMARKS: 

-NOTED THAT IN JORDAN, ISLAMIC AND CHRISTIAN RELIGIONS 
HAVE "INTERACTED POSITIVELY AND CREATIVELY TO MOLD 
ITS HISTORY AND TO ENRICH ITS SPIRIT." 

-REFERRED TO THE TRIALS AND SUFFERINGS OF CHRISTIANS 
AND MOSLEMS IN THE COURSE OF THEIR LONG COMMON HISTORY, 

AND SINGLED OUT "THE SUFFERINGS OF THE PALESTINIAN 
ARABS", COMMENTING THAT TO THEIR "UPROOTING AND DISPOSSESSION 
NOW HAS BEEN ADDED THE SUFFERING OF OCCUPATION FOR OVER 
ELEVEN YEARS."" 

NOTED THAT THE PALESTINIANS, THE ARABS AN THE WORLD AT 
LARGE HAVE WATCHED "'THE MUTILATION OF THEIR BELOVED AND 
HOLY JERUSALEM." 

-DECLARED THAT "A LASTING AND VIABLE PEACE MUST BE 
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ROOTED IN JUSTICE AND HUMAN DIGNITY, NOT IN MILITARY 
IMPOSITION OF SUPPRESSION." 

6. AS TO ITALIAN SIDE OF VISIT, MFA OFFICIAL TOLD US THAT, 

AS REAL PURPOSE OF HUSSEIN VISIT TO ROME WAS DISCUSSION WITH 
POPE, MEETING WITH PRESIDENT LEONE (ALSO ATTENDED BY PRIME 
MINISTER ANDREOTTI AND FOREIGN MINISTER FORLANI) TOOK PLACE 
ONLY TO FULFILL FORMAL NECESSITY OF CALL ON ITALIAN GOVERNMENT. 
MEETING CONSISTED OF LITTLE MORE THAN REITERATIONS OF FAMILIAR 
POSITIONS ON MIDDLE EAST AND OF CLOSENESS OF TIES BETWEEN 
JORDAN AND ITALY. 

7. COMMENT: ON BASIS PUBLIC STATEMENTS, THE POPE 

AND THE KING CENTERED THEIR DISCUSSIONS PRINCIPALLY ON 
JERSUALEM AND THE PALESTINIAN PROBLEMS. ON BOTH ISSUES, NO 
NEW GROUND HAS BEEN BROKEN ON VATICAN'S PART, BUT IT IS 
INTERESTING THAT POPE MADE NO REFERENCE TO THE VATICAN'S 
FORMULA FOR SOLUTION TO JERUSALEM (I.E. "SPECIAL STATUTE 
UNDER INTERNATIONAL GUARANTEES"). WE DON'T KNOW WHETHER 
THIS WAS IN DEFERENCE TO KING HUSSEIN'S PREFERENCE, BUT 
WE WILL PURSUE THE MATTER FURTHER WITH OUR VATICAN CONTACTS 
AND REPORT ASAP.GARNDER 
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